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HIGH-HANDED MEASURES 
IN ILLINOIS! 

Some very extraordinary proceedings 
bave lately taken place in the legislature 
of Illinois, which seem to have excited a 
burst of indignation that may lead to im-| cut, prefixed toan advertisement for’ sale 
portant results.—See page,140 of this pa-| of negroes, representing a platform, simi- 
per.—lit appears that by some scandalous lar to those sometimes used by auctioneers, 
management they obtained a majority to’ with anegro standing on it, and two men 
recommend the Call of a convention to al-| by the side of it, as Sitlders, while the cri- 
ter their State Constitution, for the pur-{ er isin the attitude of performing his abom- 
pose of mtroducing Slavery ! inable buamess. Hail America! thou land 

So much for the wisdom of those dough-| cf hypocrites; 1 blush to call thee mv na- 
Faced politicians in Congress, who yielded | tive country, while such scenes as this are 
to the importunities, the threats, and the| witnessed within thy borders, Thy 
s of Clay, and his co-adjutors, the ' sons and daughters can anathematize the 
advocates of perpetual, interminable sia-' Mahometans, for doing the SAME THING 
very in Missouri. The devotees of tyran- | of which they themselves are guilty; they 
ny are emboldened to push their efforts,’ can talk of preaching the gospel of Christ 
and endeavour to extend their usurpations. to the heathen, when, at the same time 
Dissatisfied with the circumscribed limits they know not what it is, or, are knowingly 
within which they have the power to lord and daily violating its clearest provisionss 
it over their fellow-creatures, and viewing they prate about republicanism, while they 
with an eye of malignity the virtuous fame are,ipso facto using their utmost exertiong 
of those who practice what they profess, to pepetuate in the besom of their country, 
like Satan, when he turns his face towards and under their own eyes, the most abom- 
the gates of Paradise, they long to under- | inable and bloody despotism that ever ex- 
mine the intervening barriers, and ‘et in isted upon the face of the earth! Is it pos- 
the floods of corruption. ' | sible that the blessings of Heaven will coa- 

But can we for a moment suppose they | tinue to descend upon a people guilty of 
will succeed?—Heaven forbid !—We can- such diabolical practices-——No:—the dark 
not indulge the debasing thought. We electric cloud, the wrath of Jehovah, will 
cannot believe that liberty is retrogading burst upon their heads; and nature’s aven- 
in the West. But the “Spirit of Despot- ging arm, a smothered volcanoe on which 
ism” is struggling violently tor existence; | they daily tread, will one day explode, & 
and having gained a momentary advantage, hurl them to the gates of irremmediable 
so far as to check the movements of its ad- ruin!! Slave holders awake from your 
versary, attempts to carry the cantest be- delusion!—These thiggs will-most surely 
yond the confines ofits own territory. It re-) be verified. It is ascertain as fate. It is» 
mains to be seen how soon its minions will the experience of all ages, and nations. 
be hurled from the seat of authority, when; tyranny of every kind must be destroyed. 
it is discovered that they have polluted '-Look at the present state. of the world 
with their poisonous breath, the air which| where despotism prevails—In European 








——_ 
—— - 




















WuoLeE No. 22.. 














able of so glaring an act of inconsisten- 
cy, and of exhibiting such an evidence of 
political and moral depravity. 

















An Alabama paper, now before me, has b 


none but free men breathe, and when they 
have profaned with their unhallowed foot- 
steps the temple dedicated to liberty. 
itizens of the State of Illinois! Are yqu 
prepared to view with complacency these 
outrageous proceedings of your servants in 
the legislature? Will you sanction the di- 
abolical procedure when you next make 











known your sentiments through the me- 


Turkey, Spain, Portugal, South America 
and Mexico, Havoc and Destruction stalks 
abroad; and tyrants tremble at the frowns 
of ETERNALJUSTICE. Turn [beseech 
you, from your works of oppression, or if 
will assuredly be your lot, bye amd bye. 





It is no uncommon thing to hear our good, 


liberty loving, religion professing, southern 


dium of the ballot box? . I hesitate not to! slaveholders declaim with vehemence, now 
Say it is impossible; and that you are inca- a days, against tha foreign slave trade. And 
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for « show of morality and justice, they have cers shall fulfil their duties and obey the 
consented to the enactment of laws against | laws.” 

the introduction of slaves into the country, ‘This sounds very 
from abroad. Yet notwithstanding this, we) New England,” as uttered in the days of 








sometimes see such things as the following the Hartford convention. But you are “not — 


like the “ation of 


in the newspapers. 


SALE OF AFRICAN SLAVES. 
On Tuesday, the 4th of May next, in the 
town of Milledgeville, will be exposed to 
ublic sale, to the highest bidder, between 
fhicty and forty prime African slaves, which 
have been taken possession of by .the state 
of Georgia, in consequence, of their having 
been introdrced contrary to the laws of the 
state, and of the United States.  Indispu- 
table titles will be made, and prompt pay- 
ment required. 
By order of the governor. 


CHARLES WILLIAMSON, Agt. 


Now what, let me ask, is the difference 
in principle between the promotion and en- 
couragement of the Foreign slave trade by 
open and undisguised means, and this kind 
of underhanded management? Congress has 
declared the act of bringing slaves into our 
ports from abroad to be piracy; the several 
states have also forbid their introduction; 
but how can the laws against it be carried in- 
to effect,while the villains who engage in the 
business are sure of a market for them?— 
Let some Southern ship owner send out a 
vessel to be loaded with slaves, and return- 
ed to some particular place on the coast, 
where a small force sufficient for a show is 
stationed, or engaged to be ready on their 
arriva], to capture them; let the crew be 
paid and assisted out of the way, while the 
slaves are sold, half the proceeds to go 
to the captors, which I believe is custom- 
ary, and every thing is arranged. A 
pretty snug way of carrying on business 
this! Suborning of custom house officers, or 
their clerks, is another mode of accomplish- 
their views in part; and the mighty influ- 
ence of bribery, and corruption, which the 
advocates of oppression of every clime and 
complexion under heaven, always are rea- 
dy to bring to their aid,is sure to set the laws 
at defiance, while facilities are afforded for 
the furtherance of their unprincipled and 
wicked proceedings. 


THE “NATION !” 


A writer in a late New Orleans paper says: 

“Louisiana, a NATION brave and indepen- 
dent should not consent to be subjugated by 
a league of the conquerers of the north. No, 
we are not Helots, we are free and indepen- 
dent. We will, as a nation! that our offi- 


” 


‘Helots,” you say—I deny the assertion, un- 
less you will consent to qualify it; fora 
great portion of the population of your state 
are nothing more nor less than mis- 
erable degraded “Helots;” and it is to be 
feared they will yefhecome the oat 
In the supposition that this shall actually 
take place, what will become of you by the 
side of Mexico, Hayti, and other “free and 
independent” NATIONS? 
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|For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
| THE MODERN LISTENER, 
To.his Correspondent. No. XE. 
Sir In my lenses Number I have en- 
deavored to wrest good old Abraham from 
the slave party; I think I have shown, 
that all their arguments, drawn from his 
_ example, are futile. I shall, in this second 
part of my chain of thoughts, take into con- 
sideration what is called the prophetic de- 
nunciation of Noh against a small branch 
of his family, to wit, Canaan’ the fourth son 
of Ham, who, or rather his posterity, was to 
be the servants of servants. 

Here the slave party fix their foot, & tell 
you the negroes were intended tobe slaves. 
Now there are three things which they must 
prove, otherwise their ground is not tenable: 
first, that the descendants of Canaan, the 
fourth son of Ham, were black; secondly, 
that: they peopled Africa; and thirdly,fthat 
there is an analogy between the servitude 
embraced in that prophecy, and the slave- 
ry tolerated on our own Continent. I am 
fully persuaded that the first point cannot 
be provedyunless: the second point can. f 
am as fully persuaded that it cannot, be- 
cause their place of abode, & the bounds ot 
their habitations, is identified in the sacred 
scripture, which bounds, and habitation, had 
no connection with Africa—see Gen. Chap 
10, and verses, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19——1 Chron. 
chap. 1, verses 13, 14,15, 16. Now, as No- 
ah’s propheticd enunciation only refered to, 
and embraced the fourth and youngest 
branch of Ham’s family, and it cannot be 
proved that they were black; nor agreeable 
to the above scriptures, that they inhabited 
Africa, there is then, no shadow of a_ proof 
‘to be deduced from Noah’s denunciation 
‘for the enslaving of black people, any more 
than the enslaving of those that, are called 
white, or red, people. ‘Then this argument 
‘like the one drawn from the example of A- 
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braham, proves too much, and of course, 
proves nothing to the point. ; 

I shall here point out the grand mistake 
of the slave party, which has arisen from 
the want of attentively reading the ninth of 
Genesis, verses 25, 26, 27:—from their 
reading, they have taken up the idea, and 
handed it out, that the denunciation was a- 

inst Ham, and of course, embraced all 
his posterity. And I suppose that it is a giv- 
en up point, that some of the posterity of 
Ham, did people some part of Africa, (per- 
haps Phut,tho the scripturesare silent with 
respect to his issue) as the land of Egypt 
in one or two places in the Psalms, is called 
the land of Ham; and that God had done 
mighty. wonders in the tabernacles of Ham, 
in rescuing his people Israel from that na- 
tion. But 1 wish them to read the passage 
more attentively, which if they do, they will 
find that Ham is not mentioned, nor any di- 
rect imprecations denounced against him, 
nor ween a single branch of his family, ex- 
cept Canaan his youngest son, which was 
perhaps, whenhe discoveredhisgrandfather’s 
naked ness, and with singular gratification, 
it may be, and sporting, obscene lange nee. 
told his father. As Canaan was Ham/’s 
youngest son, it is not unlikely that he was 
like too many of our youngest sons, or 
daughters, petted and humored till they are 
spoiled, even from the cradle and:also like 
too many of the young and giddy in our day 
who have no feeling for the aged, and make 
sport of the infirmities of ‘old age: and 
hence we cannot wonder if we hear them 
in an early stage of life, complaining of 
pains, a failure of memory, tooth ache, 

weakness of eyes; afd alas, says one, my 
head is getting grey already, and [ am 

beginnin 
of old age,evenin youth. In them our 
Lord’s words are accomplished, when he 
said, “Wounto you that laugh now, for 
ye shali weep and mourn. 

But as to the averse doctrines of nations, 
_and the causes of them, is a point Ido not 
mean here to discuss; but I must say, that 
the slavery which is sanctioned, and prac- 
tised on this continent, has not its paralel ! 
It is not to be found in the sacred volume, 
—perhaps the uncircumcised Philistines 
came pretty near itin the case of Sampson, 
when they took hita from his treacherous 
wife and put him in prison, and set him to 
grind for them; but he had acted the part 
of a sore enemy against them, and had slain 
many hundreds of them, but what have 

the fricans done to us? wherein as a na- 


they have declared war against us. Had 
they invaded our country,burnt some of our 
houses, killed some of our people, taken 
some of them prisoners, &c. what is there 
that forbids our dealing with them, as with 
other belligerent nations, whether of the 


i ask what has become of our honour, our 
humanity, and our Christianity? Why are 
these noble principles covered over with 
the fretful imprecations of an old man, just 
awaked from his intoxication,* against a 
person, whose posterity had no connection 
erhaps, no intercourse with Africa. 

Alas for the slave party! this covering 
is too narrow, it is too short, and leaves 
them as naked of solid argument, as ever 
Canaan found his grandfather of a covering! 
But again, the paralel is not to be found 
amongst the Lurks, or the wild Arabs; in 
labour and hard usage, there may be some 
likeness; but as soon as a christian slave 
embraces the Mahomedan religion, he is 
free,and there is great rejoicing among them 
on account of the new convert; but alas for 
the slaves in America!—for the slaves of 
an enlightened, afree, and Christian pro- 
fessing people! While Wurks are solicit- 
ous for their slaves to embrace their error, 
and hold out freedom as a premium for their 
becoming proselytes to Mahomedanism, 
many of our slave holding Christians, 
think it best that their slaves should be 
kept in ignorance—Ignorant of all their 
relative duties to God, or toman! Hund- 
reds of them have no idea of morality, nor 
any inducement thereto, either by precept 
or example—they know they are black,— 
they know they areslaves; and they know 
that they are held in the very lowest con- 


to be ‘marked with the brdat: | Coanpt of all human beings, and from the 





*The truth of divine revelation, or the 
authority of the holy Scriptures, does not, 
in my humble opinion, depend upon the 
literal and partial fulfilment of what is 
called Neah’s prophecy, any more than 
when a parent in an ill humour, tells a child 
who has offended him, to “begone,” “you 
will never be worth any vers. or “you 
will come to the gallows,” and if it should 
come to pass, proves that Such parent was 
divinely inspired, though the parent’s 
words may have come to be true in some 
cases; and the literal or partial fulfilment 
of Noah’s prediction, as it is called, proves 
no more to me that God approved of his 
cursing Canaan then, than it proves that it 
is right for parents te curse their children 
now. 





‘tion, haye they injured us? i know not that | 


christian.or the savage kind? If we donot, © 
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present state a.d appearance of things, all ‘wospel. And thus may we hope for a light 


hope of rising above what they now are, | 
has fled. From this, arises their neglect. 


of embracing the smailest chance of im-) 


provement; and from the state and situa- 
tion in which they are placed, we may ac- 
count for that dullness or stupidity,—want 
of principle,—their thievishness, and all 
the other traits of bad morals commonly 
attached to them of which we complain, 
and of which we white Christians are the) 
real cause. Now sir, as the great Jehovah | 
has declared that “a! souls are mine” how 
shall we, as a nation, answer to the great 
God in the day of tribulation, for these 
souls, which in a moral point of view, we 
have robbed him of? Is it not the case, 
that thousands of them, instead .of having 
the means’ and opportunity of being in- 
structed in the will of God, and of obeying 
him, and devoting themselves to his service, 
are compelled to obey us, and to devote 
themselves, with all they have, to our au- 
thority, without any regard to the will of 
deity, or their own future well being? 

I shall close this number with my assur- 
ances to you, that it 1s amongst some of the 
unaccountables with me, that there are so 
anany men in our country, from whom we 
might expect better things, stand and tame- 
dy look ov, and never move hand, or foot, 
tongue, or pen, in the behalf of such suffer- 
ing human beings. Adieu. 


MODERN LISTENER. | 


P.S. In my next, I shall say something 
about the third point, which the slave party 
must prove, fer it seems to me, that that is 
now all the ground they have to stand 











upon. M. L. 
Wor the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
INUENDO, 


TO THE “MODERN LISTENER.” 

I will relate a few things to you, sir, 
believiiiy- you hear attentively. Lhave re- 
cently had some serious thoughts on the 
Missionary business. 

_ . There are many in the world, and near 
us, whose privations (although lamentable). 
are but little regarded, especially by those 
who ought to regard them. 

1 am pleased to find that so many of our 

- heaven-favoured American Citizens are so 
zealous and liberal in their contributions 
to the suppert of Missions, and the like in- 

' Stitutions. We hear from Virginia, Car- 

olina, &c. thatthey are-very benevolent in 


Giving assistance to Missicnary efforts, and 


)iday terminated its session. 


to spring up among the Gentiles or Hea- 
thens. 

O! whata pity we cannot travel over 
the stormy main;and reach the poor des- 
titute children of Ham. Now if our Mis- 
sionaries would all go there they might do 
a vast deal of good, ifthey would not do 
like papa, steal them poor jetty creatures. 

[ used to think, that Charity began at 
home; but this is not always the case. 


Some people’are near-sighted, and can only 
see near objects, while others are so ald 
they can only see distant objects; or they 
look throuzh a crooked tube, in every half- 
circle of which there is an object of Char- 
ity, and they <'o not seesuch as are near 
them, Yet afterall, I could wish the cood 
friend (Charity) would come home; for I 
do not like to see people leave their own 
nlantations and eo or other peoples land 
to raise crons without they can cultivate 
their own ground too:—And you know. it 
is not gond to rent, when we have a snffi- 
ciency ofourown. “He who hasan ear, 
lethim hear—” A word to the wise is 
sufficient. TI could say much more, but 
you know what I mean——Farewell. 


D. A: 

The following appeared in_a late number 
of the Ediwardsvi/le Spectator, a valua- 
ble paper published in the State of Illi- 
nois. ‘The,editor is one of those genu- 
ine American Republicans whose patri- 
otic soul indignantly spurns the idea’ of 
oppression, in any shane, and whose ta- 
lents and firmness inspire. the hope that 
he mav render the most essential servi- 
ces to his fellow citizens in the present 
state of their affairs. I shall copy some 
of his remarks relative to the proceed- 
ings in. the legislature, in a future Num- 
ber of this work. 


TO THE PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS, 
Fetiow Cirizens, 

The undersigned are members of the 
Legislature of your state, .which has this 
j We cannot 
close our deliberations, and leave this 
place, without briefly expressing to ‘you 
some of our views and sentiments upon a 
most important subject. 

‘The relation of a representative to his 
constituents is always interesting, and by 
him who duly appreciates it, the aceount- 
ability of the former to the latter will ne- 
ver be questioned? 

But there is one snbject to which we 








z instructing the heathen in the know- 
edge of the Bible, and the doctrines of the 


Wish to invite your particular attestion, 
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A resolution has been . adopted in both, 


branches of the legislature, to take our 
votes, on the first Monday of August, 18- 
24, upon the propriety of calling a conven 
tion toalter and amend the constitution of 
this states « In the decision of this question 
we are in the minority; and as such minor- 
ity we make you this:sglemn address. 

Ifit were the object of the supporters of 
this measure, not materially to change the 
character of our constitution, we might 
have been indifferent as to the result, or, 
have given a silent vote against it, But 
when we perceive that the supreme object 
proposed ta be accomplished by a conven- 
tion, is the extinguishment of a most es- 
sential feature of that constitution, and tue 
establishment of slavery, as part of our ci- 
vil polity, we cannot believe that the peo- 
ple of [Illinois are wishing to have such a 
question referred to them again far deci- 
sion. They have long since pronounced 
their judgment, that “there shal] be neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude” in this 
states and we are not sensible that any 
sufficient causes have.occurred to change 
a determination so solemnly made. It is 
for this reason, fellow citizens, we have 
voted against the call of a convention, and 
it isin this view of the subject we look to 
you for support. .* 

If the questions growing out of this mea- 
sure had not unusual. claims to imporfance 
and grave consideration—if they were not 
ofuncommon magnitude, and alarmingly 
portentous—we should be silent. | But 
when we seea formidable effort making 
to tear down the most prominent pillar in 
the fabric of our constitution, and erect in 
its place a perpetual barrier to universal 
freedom, we cannot stand. by, indifferent 
spectators of its destruction. Selected by 
our fellow citizens to stand for a while up- 
on the political watch-tower, as sentinels 
for the public safety, we feel it our incum- 
bent duty to sound the note of alarm, and 
to apprise you, that a portion of your rul- 
ers have formed the systematic design, to 
expunge frum your constitution its fairest 
feature, and entail upon yourselves and 
your posterity the evils of slavery.—Others 


- have Deen brought to labour in this un- 


holy vocation with a zeal and an industry 
worthy of a better cause. 

Think not, fellow citizens, that our dan- 
ger isimaginary. Be not,weentreat you, 
ou this subject, deceived. The song of the 
syren may be sung, but listen not to the 
notes of her melody. You will be told, and 
rnd will probably be repeated until 

ear shail be wearied by the repetition, 








that it is not intended to alter our con- 
stitution with “— to slavery. But we 
know better. e haye been eye witness~- 
es to the developement of this project, and 
marked, not without surprize, the extraor- 
dinary and unusyal efforts for its success> 
efforts which can hardly be accounted for, 
except upon the supposition of sore ob- 
ject of deep hidden mterest, which cannot 
oar the light of day, or the sight of the 
public eye. 

We pretend not to make this charge a- 
gainst all those who have advocated a con- 
vention, but we know it to be true, with re- 
gard to many of them, and some of its 
warmest supporters have openly avowed it. 
Had you been spectators of the scenes. 
which have been acted in the halls of your 
legislature and in this town for some of the 
last days of. the session, yeu would have 
been astonished at the conduct of some of 
our lawgivers, as wellas others, and been 
ready toexclaim 
Q judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason. 

So far as the ,subject of slavery is con- 
cerned, we believe that the people will de 
right; but we fear that a convention may 
du wrong. As good citizens, it is our du- 
ty always to submit, to the voice of the 
majority, and we indulge the helief that, 


that voice may be much'more distinctly “ 5 


expressed with regard to slavery; against 
the convention, than by the convention it- 
self. With the people, the voice of Free- 
dom will be hase oat in a convention 
our experience has taught us it may be 
hushed to silence. Are you opposed, Fel, 
low Citizens, to the introduction of slavery 
among us? Itis your duty for the same 
reasons to be opposed to a convention. 
One may not follow the other, but depend 
upon it, this convention is relied upon as 
the entering wedge to slavery—the great 
engine which is to move “the wooden horse 
within our walls.” As reflecting citizens 
will you jeopardize the equal freedom of 
your state, by permitting a measure which 
may hazard it upon the uncertain cast of 
adie?—Let the watch-word then among 
“the keepers of Israel”? be, Convention & 
Stavery! No Cotvenrion Anp Freevom? 
(Concluded in next Number.) 


. == 

[tis said that through the zealous inter- 
cession of the English Philanthropist——— 
Allen, the Congress of Kings at Verona 
has declared the slave trade to be piracy; 
and decreed that their subjects shall be 
punished accordingly, if found engagedin 
it. Here is an evidence of what can be. © 
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done by honest, zealous activity in urg- 
ing the ,practice of justice among even the 
most heartless tyrants. It were devoutly 
to be wished that such an one were here, to 
thunder in the ears of American Legisla- 
tors the wickedness of our own “sla 
trade,” and the direful consequences ine- 
“vitably resulting from it. 


The following article, published some time 
since in the Baltimore American Farm- 
er, cannot fail to be read with interest. 
While it tends to shew, in some degree, 
the kind of feeling produced by a little 
exercise of the mind relative to their ac- 
dual situation, italso depicts in glowing 
colours the extreme prejudice and won- 

. derful delusion existing amongst the citi 
zens of that part of the country to which 
at alludes. : 








































Mbser vations by a Member of the Board of 
Public Works of S. Carolina, jsuggested 
by recent events, respecting a change of 
POPULATION and cultivation or pro- 
duction of new objects of: industry, such 
as O.ives. Grapes, Woo. and Six, 

. particularly in parts of that State. 


It has frequedtly been asserted, and 
probably with truth, that slavery is an ob- 
stacle te improvements and to the in- 


) 9 distressing events in 


1) danger. 
: _ > Very few persons in the’ Southern, as 
1.) wellas the Northern states look upon it 
) inany other light thanas a great evil en- 
') tailed upon usby our ancestors, and, like 
| hereditary diseases of the human body, the 
cure is extremely difficult, and all that can 
be done with comparative facility is to ad- 
» minister palliatives. Some means at this 
time seem necessary to be adopted to 
‘checkthe growing evil, whether it is in- 
tended ever to suppress slavery totally, 
or merely to modify it so as to correct in 
a great degree the worst effects of it and 
» prevent, if possible, the recurrence of the 
Tate disturbances. It is not intended here 
to discuss the subject of slavery; but tak- 
} ing the present situation of things as we 
© find them, the question is, what is best to 
© be done consistently with humanity to- 
‘wards our slgves, and our duty to ourselves 
} and posterity? 
- In order to answer this question, it will 
be necessary to take a brief view of the 
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same time the probable causes that led to 
the evil complained of. 
There is not the smallest doubt that the 
condition of our slaves has been very 
greatly and progressively ameliorated since 
the revolutionary war. ‘The spirit of phi- 
lanthropy which has been more generally 
diffused with education, knowledge and 
milder manners, joined particularly to the 
self interest of the owners of slaves, have 
availed much. The introduction of labor- 
saving machinery has rendered the labour 
of the slaves much lighter than formerly, 
besides which they are better fed, better 
clothed, and treated less harshly. If we 
compare the situation of our slaves with 
that of the labouring. class of other coun- 
tries, the former will be found, most un- 
doubtedly, to have considerably the advan- 
tage. Whatever be the dearth of provis- 
ions, clothing, fuel, &c. they are sure to be 
abundantly supplied——-When they are 
sick, they have always.good medical atten- 
dance; they have no uneasiness concern- 
ing the bringing up of their children, and 
when disabled by disease, infirmities or old 
age, they are certain of their usual support 
without ever being under the necessity of 
recurring to mendicity, ‘Their work is 
asually light, never above their power, and 
it is not uncommon to see them return 








home after having finished their day’s work 


crease of the white population. The late}at 1 or 20’clock,and frequently even ear- 
harleston prove that | lier than this.* There are few or no instan- 
it certainly is attended with considerable} ces of this among the poor class in Europe. 


The slave having finished his task is per- 
fectly master of his own time: he sleeps, 
or he work: in the ground allowed him for 
a garden, by which means he is {enabled te 
procure a few articles of comfort. But 
whether he sleeps or works for himself, his 
mind is absolutely free from any kind of 
trouble either for the present or the future, 
for himselfor for his children. In short 
he is fully satisfied that happen what may, 
he will be supplied with food and raiment, 





* From this finely painted picture of the 
situation of southern slaves, it would seem 
that the author had never been in sight of 
a slave holder’s plantation, except such an 
one, as bélonged toa very humane propri- 
etor. He talks like a man who is exceed- 
ingly ignorant of the true state of things, 
in some particulars, relating to his subject; 
or else desirous of concealing the truth. 
[n short, some of his remarks are very just, 
and some of them are to be viewed in no 
other light than those of a pettifogger, who 















“present state cf thing’, considering at the |has received agood fat fee: 
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and he is never in danger of seeing the 
constable seize his bed for house rent, &c.t 
Notwithstanding all this, we admit that 
slavery is far from being desirable, either 
for the slave or the master. Apathy, indo- 
lence, and want of energy and industry are 
alike, generally the portion of both. Our 
house servants lead still an easier life. 


Their number issuch in every family that| pag 


each of them has but little to do,& here, per- 
haps lies a great part of the evil. Town 
slaves, whether mechanics, or house ser- 
vants, are always very well fed and well 
clothed. They are selected from amene 
the most intelligent, and, by the misplac 
indulgence of masters, many have been al- 
lowed to learn to read and write.{ It is 
among these idle pampered fellows that 
we must ever expect to find discontent, and 
it is a well known fact that all the blacks 
voncerned in the late attempt at an insur- 
rection belonged to very indulgent mas- 
ters, and were, almost without exception 
fully in the enjoyment of their masters’ 
confidence. Many of them were or preten- 
ded to be, very religious, and several were 
preachers. In the revolution of St. Do- 
mingo, itis almost without exception also, 
that the most indulgent masters were the 
. first sacrificed. Sgvere masters kept their 
slaves at work on the plantations, a ve- 
ry long time after that country was in 
a state of rebellion,and the negroes had 
been declared free by the French govern- 
ment. 

From these indisputable facts it would 
appear that great severity is the surest 
means of keeping slaves in due subjection. 
But God forbid that this plan be adopted! 
Humanity forbids it, and when we have "e- 
course to severe punishments, it ought to 
be only in obedience to the commands of 
the most imperious necessity. . 

(1o be continued.) 


tO, NO! not at all, at all—He dreads 
nothing of that kind; and for the very good 
reason that in ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred his “bed” its not worth “siezing,”’ 
even if the constable may find it necessary 
to visit his master’s premisies.—But the 
writer probabbly forgot to acknowledge 
that the nopy of the slave is liable to be 
seized and sold, at any moment, and sepa- 
rated from every thing dear on earth, ei- 
ther to gratify the caprice, tie whims, or 
the misfortunes of his Master. ‘This he 
knows; and it must be a happifying reflec- 
tion, no doubt ! ' | 
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among slave holders. Slaves must not be 
taught to read, &c. What sort of « 
country are we living in? Are we under 
the blessed, illuminating rays of gospel 
light, which was commanded to be sent to 
every 
which none were to be excluded,—or are 
we yet shrouded in worse than popish or 
an darkness where a part only are con- 
sidered fit to become the subjects of its 
renovating influence? “What a paradox is 
here exhibited! Strange republicans, and 
hopeful christians that ye are! in one breath 
you say that the condition of the Negro is 


greatly improved by an acquaintarice with’ 


the Christian religion, and in the next, that 
THE MEANS OF ATTAININING THIS MUST BE 
DENIED HIM!!'—Well might a Jefferson sa 
—*I trembfe for my country when I reflect 
that God is just,” seeing that hypocrites se 
unblushing, abound in it. 

But if any thing were wanting to cap the 
climax of irreligion and tyrranny, as it re- 
gards the education of blacks, the follow- 
ing which has appeared in the late papers 
is amply sufficient for the purpose. © 

Among the Presentments by a late 
Charleston Grand-Jury was the following: 

“We present as a grievance the number 
of Schools which .are kept within the city 
by persons’of color, and believe that a city 
ordinance, prohibiting under severe penal- 
ties such persons from being public instruc- 
tors, would meet wit’ general approvation.”’ 
( Here we see it gravely recommended, by 
a Grand Jury, to prohibit, under severe pe- 
nalties, a. person of color from teaching 
aschool. Never was a more rank despot- 
ic measure proposed, as respects the diffu~ 
sion of christianity or republicanism, since 
the day that.our Saviour was crucified of 
Calvary’s cursed Mount. 

: =a . 

The “Mote” and the * Beam.” 7 

‘In some papers it is mentioned, wit! 
reat indignation and horror, that the infidel 
‘urks at Smyrna, &c have offered Greek 

women, boys and girls for sale, at their 
shops and bazars. And yet in the same 
papers are to be found advertisements, with 
the names of professing christians at the 


bottom; such as this—*“for sale,a negro fam- — } 


ly, consisting of a man, his wife, and 6 
children, either together or single, as may 


suit the purchaser. They are sold forno 


fault, but to raise money. Enquire of A B, 
C D, &c.” Circumstances are said te alter 
cases, therefore, an act which is atrociously 








¢This sentiment: is becoming universal) at Constantinople, loses its turpitude 


wicked when committed by a noes. s 
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human being under heaven, and frony — 
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virulence, when performed by a Christian, 
in the United States!! but let these preten- 
ded advocates for liberty and humanity, 
point out the moral difference between the 
traffic in the persons of the Greeks by the 
Turks, and the abominable practice of buy- 
ing and selling negroes in the U, States. 
Richmond Weekly Intelligencer. 
gga ee oremne Oe ee PE Ne Pe ORT 
MUSES’ BOWER. 
Americans, plead for the rights of mankind — 
Of the bond-man, as well as the free: ° 
Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
* Neath the shade of your Liberty 
line | a 
Hor the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
TOyTHE EDITOR. 
. The following poem, tho’ long since sung 
by some English bard,-sets forth the or- 
igin and effects of slavery, in so pathetic a 
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_manner, that 1 should like to see it occupy 


a corner in the Bower dedicated to the 
Muses. A. C. 


THE SORROWS OF YAMBA. 
In St. Lucia’s distant Isle, 
Still with Afric’s love I burn, 
Parted many a thousand mile 
Never never to return, 


Come kind death and give me rest, 
‘Yamba has no friend but thee 

Thou can’st ease my throbbing breast, 
Thou can’st set the pris’ner free. 


‘Down my cheeks the tears are dripping. -« 


Broken is my heart with grief, 


a oD @ 3 a 


FOR THE GENIUS OF UN 


Think 0 my soul, the dreadful day is fast aproaching, 
In which the Almighty, wearied with the iniquities of mankind, 
Wil! cause the great Arch’Angel to sound earth’s dissolution, 
And the termination of man’s probationary day! 
J.o! when the dread alarm shall echo through our frighted world, 
And all the dead in prompt obedience to this awful summons, 
_ Keave their dusty heds with deep reluctance, to face their final Judge, 
‘And from his hand now to receive a crown of life, or death which never dieg, 
Among the countless millions arraigned at th’ dread tribunal, 


There are, (who with the iron hand of 


Deprived their fellows, the offspring of the God of love, 

Of Sil that’s déar on-earth, sweet liberty of, body and of mind.) 
‘Behold! with looks aghast, and countenances full of horror, 
Hands stained with human blood, filled with unrighteous wages; 
Oppression deep engraven on their foreheads, & condemnation on their heart, 
hey approach the great white throne, from whence impartial justice 
Readseach their final doom. Although unjast to an extreme degree, 
“They now lay claim to all the glories of the heavenly world, 
wAshere On earth. His followers they professed to be; preached his word, 
Ant in his presence eat and drank.the symbols of hi8 broken body 
And shed blood, But with an awful frown of vengeance and fiery” 
indignation, the God of justice gives them o’er’to the tormenters ! 


‘Mangled my poor flesh with whippingy 
Come kind death and give reliets 


Born on Afric’s golden coast, 
Once I was as bless’d as you; 

Parent tender I could boast, 
Husband dear,and children too 


Whity man’ he came from far, 
Sailing o’er the briny fleod, 

Who with help of British tar, 
Buys up human flesh and bleod. 


With a baby at my breast, 
Other two was sleeping by, 
In my hut I sat at rest, ¢ 
With .no thought of danger nigh. 
From the bush at even-tide, 
Rush’d the fierce man-stealing crew, 
Seiz’d my children by my side, 
Seiz’d the wretched Yamba too, 


Then for love of filthy gold, ¢ 

_ Straight they bore me to the sea, 

Cramm’d me down a Slave ship’s hold, 
Where are hundreds stow’d like me: 


Naked on the platform lying, 
Now we cross the rolling wave, 
Shrieking, sick’ning, fainting dying, 
Deed of shame for Britons brave! 
[in groaning pass’d the night, 

Nor could rest my “aching head; 
At the break of morning light, 

My poor child was cold and dead. 


Happy, happy, there she lies! 
Thou shalt feel the lash no more 
(To be Continued.) 
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